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Player and Referee

Conflict between public and private interests

is recognised as one of the most prevalent

challenges at all levels of public life in South

Africa. Mega events, like the FIFA 2010 World

Cup™, provide fertile ground for this. The event

is a catalyst for competition - not only among
football stars - but among the many contenders

in the private and public sectors who seek to

benefit from multiple state tenders that flow

from these highly financed events. Outcomes

are vulnerable to manipulation through the use

of influence, political pressure, bribes, fraud

and extortion. This publication presents readers

with six detailed case studies that explore the
dynamics that give rise to conflicts of interest.

It also provides South African policy makers an
opportunity to reassess the integrity of mega-

event governance and reflect on weaknesses in IS MONOGRAPH NO 169
the country’s anti-corruption framework. Lk
It is also hoped that this will provide invaluable
reading for other countries set to host future

mega-events.
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